
Terry Helps Secure $50 Million for Offutt AFB

                             

   

WASHINGTON - Congressman Lee Terry (R-NE) today voted in support of the fiscal 2006
military construction and veterans spending bill (HR 2528), which includes key provisions Terry
helped secure for Offutt AFB. Passed by the House of Representatives by a vote of 425-1,
the bill appropriates $121.8 billion for military construction, veterans affairs, and the Defense
Health Program for the regular military.  

 

  

  

"I am always happy to see investment in Offutt," Terry said. "The runway at Offutt is in a
state of complete disrepair. $20 million in construction of a new runway will allow planes
to land and take off safely. The current runway is dangerous.  Offutt needs this new
runway for the safety of the pilots, planes, and the important missions of the 55th Wing.
This has been one of my top priorities. The $30 million in global weather funding will
allow for an upgraded facility, not a make-shift system."  

 

  

  

Under the bill, Offutt would receive $19.87 million request for a critical runway repair.  As far
back as 1999, Air Force safety inspectors labeled Offutt AFB's runway a "safety hazard."
Chairman Duncan Hunter of the House Armed Services Committee visited the runway in August
2004, at Terry's invitation, and saw its degrading condition firsthand.  
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Offutt would also receive $30.41 million to construct the new headquarters of the Air Force
Weather Agency (AFWA).  AFWA is a strategic weather data collection, processing, and
analysis unit. This funding would provide new headquarters for 1,100 workers, including 24-hour
mission operation centers and a Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility.  

 

  

  

"It is important to respect and keep our promises to those who serve," Terry added. "I
am proud to have an increase of 9% for veterans' health care funding in this tight fiscal
year."  

 

  

  

Department of Veterans Affairs would get $68.1 billion, including $28.8 billion for health care.
The health care funding represents a 9 percent increase above current funding levels. Congress
has boosted spending on veterans' health from $17.8 billion in fiscal 1999.  
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